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OCPS committed to be a good steward of the environment

Rising energy costs and concerns
over the amount of waste sent to
landfills have brought to the forefront
the need for organizations large and
small, to help the earth through
conservation.

Orange County Public Schools
(OCPS), the 11th largest school
district in the nation, is taking a
proactive
role to reduce energy consumption,
cut down on waste and incorporate
more ‘green’ standards in its
building projects.

In June 2000 OCPS created an
energy conservation program to
implement and monitor the district’s
energy and utility conservation
procedure. District personnel monitor
energy consumption and verify
utility bills. Routine energy audits are
conducted to promote and ensure
energy conservation. The
procedure directs that all unnecessary
equipment is turned off when
buildings are unoccupied. The energy
conservation program also manages
the district’s 12 solar electric
installations.

An energy steering committee of
stakeholders was created including
key educational leaders and utility
partners. An example of the group’s
recommendation is the setting of
thermostats: 74-77F cooling season;
68-72F heating season.

Air conditioning and heating systems,
as well as interior and exterior lighting
for most schools and
districts building, are remotely
controlled. The centralized energy
control system provides an efficient
way to manage air conditioning and
heating demands.

Over the past seven years the district
has been able to save more than $20

million in utility costs by
implementing, monitoring and
controlling its utility consumption.

Direct digital control thermostats are
being installed in many portable
classrooms. The new digital
technology allows heating and cooling
temperatures in all portable classrooms
to be controlled from one
central location.

About 1,000 vending machines in
schools and district buildings are
equipped with vending miser devices.
Each vending machine is equipped
with a motion detection sensor which
shuts down the compressor
during prolong periods of inactivity.
This innovative system reduces the
use of electricity, while at the
same time keeping drinks cool for
consumption.

The district is replacing existing light
fixtures and lamps with more energy
efficient bulbs. Since 2006 the
district has retrofitted 15 schools, the
Educational Leadership Center and
adjoining parking garage with
new lamps. The bulbs provide more
illumination, but use less electricity.
The money saved in electricity
costs will pay for the switch to the more
energy-efficient lighting.

OCPS is making strides not only to
reduce energy and utility consumption,
but also solid waste that must
be transferred to the landfill. In October
of 1991 a districtwide waste reduction
and recycling program
was implemented. A recycling
curriculum was developed for teachers
to use in the classroom.

The school district’s waste reduction
and recycling program has been
recognized as a national leader in
the field. In October 1991 when the
program began nearly 42,000 cubic

yards of solid waste were
collected each month from 118
schools and district facilities. In May
2007 only 25,000 cubic yards of
solid waste were collected from 190
schools and district owned buildings.

A multi-billion dollar school
construction program is underway that
incorporates more “green” school
standards whenever possible. A
“green” school is a community facility
that is designed, built, renovated,
operated, or reused in an ecological
and resource-efficient manner.

Green schools cut energy costs by 30
percent and water costs by 20 percent
according to recent studies.
The environmentally-friendly buildings
protect the health of those using the
facilities and provide a
productive learning environment for
students and teachers.

For the past three years the school
district has become more aggressive
in conserving building supplies by
using recycled materials and natural
resources whenever possible. This
would include installing energy
efficient equipment for optimal
performance, while reducing
maintenance and lowering operating
costs.

Orange County Public Schools is not
only teaching students about using
natural resources more wisely, it
is striving each day to set the example
by being a good steward of the
environment.
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